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Satires in Jonathan Swift’s “Gulliver's Travels”
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ABSTRACT

Most works of literature contain the writers' ideas; often including their social criticism.
One of the most prominent forms used to bring reform or change in the society or in
individuals is that of satire. Satire can be considered as an essential device to bring out
the author’s thought. This research is concerned with the study of satire in Jonathan
Swift's novel Gulliver's Travels. Through Gulliver's Travels, Swift attempted to satirize
the proud eighteenth century population, who were too proud of the rapid scientific
progress. Through this research, we are trying to show how Swift portrays Gulliver to
satirize the society in the eighteenth century England and beyond. In showing Swift's
satire of the social condition, the discussion of Lemuel Gulliver's voyages to four different
lands becomes symbolic and significant. By doing this study, we want to show the way
Swift uses Gulliver in satirizing the society and the objects of his satire. Gulliver’s first
voyage is to Lilliput, the land of little people, in which Swift satirizes the littleness of
human beings; the second to Brobdingnag, the land of giants, is the satire on the meanness
of humanity; the third, to the flying island of Laputa, is a satire on scientists and
philosophers; and the final journey to the strangest land of all, that of the Houyhnhnms,
is the satire on the denunciation of human species. Thus these four voyages of Gulliver
represent Swift’s criticisms of and concerns about his own time and the future of
humanity.
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